JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Outdoor Challenge Trip Leader 

Mission Graduates seeks 1-3 experienced outdoor trip leaders to lead day and overnight trips (weekday and weekends) for Mission District teens during the school year. 

Agency Mission
Mission Graduates is a non-profit organization that increases the number of Mission District youth who pursue and complete a college education.  

Program Description
Outdoor Challenge’s program design follows a peer-leadership model and incorporates the best practices of Youth Development and outdoor experiential education. Teens participate in free day and overnight Outdoor Challenge trips throughout the school year where they learn basic outdoor living and leadership skills while exploring the natural world throughout the Bay Area. Participants seeking more advanced leadership training can join Outdoor Youth Leaders where they learn how to safely lead their peers on day and overnight trips in the outdoors.  

Job Overview
Under the supervision of the Outdoor Challenge Manager, the Trip Leaders are responsible for the coordination of quality day and overnight outdoor adventure trips that teach outdoor leadership and living skills to high school students in a Youth Development context.  Duties include trip planning, leading trip activities, risk management, and supervision of volunteers.  

Responsibilities
Under the supervision of the Outdoor Challenge Manager:
· Plan and lead day and overnight Outdoor Challenge trips for Mission District high schools, community-based organizations, and other Mission Graduates teen programs throughout the school year;
· Planning includes: trip itinerary including teambuilding and challenge activities; meal plan and food shopping; parent communication; and coordinating gear pick-up and drop-off;
· Leading includes: one pre- and post-trip meeting with youth; supervising volunteers and youth leaders; being in charge of safety; leading games and activities; implementing evaluations; 
· Maintain all required registration and attendance records;
· Maintain up-to-date knowledge of the Outdoor Challenge risk management plan;
· Other duties as assigned.

Required Qualifications
· 2-3 years experience working in teen outdoor leadership programming;
· 1-2 years of experience leading overnight backcountry trips for teens;
· Proven ability to work with youth from diverse populations;
· Strong verbal communication skills, including facilitation and public speaking;
· Available to work weekends and/or weekday afternoons;
· Current Wilderness First Responder or Wilderness First Aid certification;
· Current CPR Professional Rescuer certification;
· Valid California Driver’s License and clean driving record of at least 5 years;
· Obtain Class B driver’s license prior to first scheduled trip;
· Complete BAWT training September 15-19, 2010;
· Health clearance from medical professional and fingerprint clearance from the US Department of Justice before start date.

Preferred Qualifications
· Bi-lingual Spanish-English;
· Knowledge of local community;
· Bachelor of Arts or Science;
· Demonstrated experience with the best practices in Youth Development;
· Experience overseeing volunteers;
· Commercial Driver’s License (Class B);
· Certified wilderness leader through BAWT;
· Lifeguard certification.

Schedule
We have planned monthly weekday and weekend overnight trips from September through May. Anticipated schedule would include leading 6-12 day and/or overnight trips from September through May. Each day trip requires approximately 4 hours of preparation. Each overnight trip requires approximately 25 hours of pre- and post-trip work.  Mandatory in-house training in early September and BAWT training September 15-19, 2010 (if not previously completed).  Contracted work September through May, 2011.

Compensation
$150 for each day trip
$850 for each two-day, one-night trip, including pre- and post-trip work
$1000 for each three-day, two-night trip, including pre- and post-trip work
Youth Development training
Fees for BAWT training
Fees for attaining Class B License 
WFR and CPR renewals if contract is renewed for a second year

This is an independent contractor position.  

To Apply:
Please email your resume and a cover letter expressing interest in the position to: HR@missiongraduates.org  Subject: Outdoor Challenge Leader (no phone calls, please)

Mission District residents, women, bi-lingual Spanish-English speakers, and people of color are strongly encouraged to apply.

